Dropouts Dilemma

The following story has been found in Chakwal during the baseline survey by MIED. The purpose of the survey was to identify schools for the School Improvement Program (SIP.) The story brings to light the issues of outdated teaching methods, carporal punishment and parents’ ignorance which leads students to drop out from schools. 

Students at the state run schools continue to drop out in the wake of continuing corporal punishment, outmoded ways of teaching and the school environments that hardly have the capacity to address the basic needs of children let alone their learning needs that are different from child to child. As a matter of fact, of all the segments of society schools have played the most pathetic role to ignore the rights and potentials of children. Apart from that is the parental role that is yet to be realized, especially among the rural communities, in a child’s learning process. 

Mubashar Hassan 13 who lives in a Chakwal village is one of the many students falling prey to the above stated circumstances. He passed his grade 5 exam from his village school few years back. For further studies, he then took admission in a high school located at some distance from his village Khanwal. Unfortunately he could not do well over there and failed twice in grade six exams. He tried hard but could not improve himself. His teachers soon labeled him as a ‘failure’ and made no efforts that how the lessons could be made interesting for the young learner. Perhaps they did not know that each child has his/her own specific learning style different that needs to be identified by a watchful teacher for effective teaching and learning. But Mubashar’s teacher made no such effort and expected him to learn by the rote learning method prevalent at most of our school. They did not devise any strategy to suit the young learner’s needs and interests.

At the same time Mubasshar attributes his academic breakdown to the criticism and negative remarks by the teachers which made him believe that was not mentally strong to continue his studies. He now thinks himself as ‘insane’ though the way he talked to this scribe did not certify his assertion. Citing the circumstances at high school, he told that over there corporal punishment was more than that of his primary school and it was the only tool that the teachers would use to make teaching and learning become effective. Anyhow, whatever the reason was the lad decided to give up the idea of studying further in 2004 and till then is staying home doing nothing worthwhile.

Lack of parental commitment too played its role in the demise of Mubashar whose father is abroad to win bread for the family members whereas his mother being illiterate and out of cultural concerns was unable to visit school and discuss with male teachers the academic problems of his only son. The poor mother, however, tried to persuade her son to keep going to school but of no avail. 

Parental role is one thing but the question is how a child like Mubashar could attend to a school that had nothing to offer for the fulfillment of  his unique personality and where teachers had no idea how to treat him but with coercion. So, naturally he took refuge in the out side world where he now finds happiness in playing cricket with his village friends. He is not a dull and dumb fellow as perceived by his teachers rather he has his own vision of things based on his personal convenience.

As far his future he plans to do something that is enjoyable and easy to learn. For this purpose he is considering to learn some skill work preferably tailoring at the local dressmaker’s shop. The skill, he reflects, would bring him satisfaction and some money immediately. Good. But his school lost another student going into the society with fewer ways and means to play his role.  

Mubasshar is not the only one who did not do well at the high school. There are many other students like him who hardly find any thing of interest at schools and at the same time are inflicted with physical punishment for not being able to adherer to set scheme of things. Mubashar’s elder brother has the similar story who too left the school having failed to qualify class 9th exam.

No body knows and perhaps would never be able to know that how many students like Mubashar and his brother say good bye to their studies at so early stage of their academic career.  Perhaps, the existing educational set up does not allow room for such small discrepancies. But students can not be blamed for their lack of ability since they have no option but to adopt the same fixed number of theoretical subjects in which they show little interest on account of orthodox tutelage. They will continue to drop out until a culture of love and care is nurtured in our schools. Moreover, there is a need to improve pedagogical skills on the part teachers so that all students could be able to find things of their interest in side the boundary walls of their schools not outside in the society. Other wise as a nation we would have to address many other issues more complex and of graver consequences. 
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